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Language Expressions of Magazines for Youngsters in non-no and
MEN'S NON-NO

LIU Yutong

Abstract:

The relations between language and gender in Japanese modern magazines for youngsters were often studied
in quantitative methods focusing on words and sentence-expressions, but such an analysis itself has the
limitation. So the researcher conducted a text analysis of Critical Discourse Analysis. Following the method of
Maynard (1997), the researcher extracted the lead sentences that are small letters ahead of headings for each
article, and analyzed them as messages from the editorial team to readers. The total of 550 sentences, consisting
of 276 targeting women and 274 targeting men, were extracted from non-no and MEN'S NON-NO published in
2014 and analyzed. The result finds that, different from written language, the language expressions of
magazines for youngsters have characteristics of colloquialism from the editorial team to readers. The editorial
team mainly works as the information provider, talking as if they are seniors or friends of readers, and offers
suggestions for fellows in an intimate tone and conversational style. The gender difference in the linguistic
manifestations generally follows the Japanese gender stereotype. However, men have more passivity and are

less proactive in pursuing a romantic relationship unlike women.

Keywords: Critical Discourse Analysis, language expression, gender, magazine analysis
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